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Shoots Along the Routes 

Community Orchards 

Mini Forests

Disease-resistant elms 
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Improve community wellbeing and increase outdoor 
activities. 

Create a focal points for community activities and learning

Important habitat for a range of wildlife. 
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Perform a site survey to identify the native
tree species growing on site which are best
suited to on-site conditions

Decide on the tree species that will make
up the canopy and tree layer of the mini
forests then select ‘companion’
understorey and herb species based on
compatibility

Prepare the site by enhancing with soil
improvers like compost, manure and straw

Plant locally sourced and bio secure whips
randomly over the site at a density of 3-5
per m²

Apply a locally sourced mulch to help to
retain moisture in the soil and prohibit
other plants from growing and competing
with your trees.

In the first two to three years water the
trees regularly, keep the site weed free and
apply more mulch when required.

Source: Stepping Stones Forests, Ireland



Herbaceous:

Blackthorn
Dog rose
Guelder rose
Spindle
Dogwood

Understorey:

Hawthorn
Crab apple
Elder
Hazel
Osier willow

Tree: 

Filed Maple
Goat willow
Grey willow
Rowan
Small-leaved lime
Whitebeam
Wild cherry
Bird cherry
Holly

Canopy: 

Aspen
Hornbeam
Pedunculate oak
Sessile oak
Silver birch
Downy birch
Beech
Black poplar
Sycamore
Alder
Sycamore
Scots pine

Underground rhizosphere:

Tree and plant roots
Fungi mycelium
Rhizomes, bulbs & tubers
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Percentage of forest layer used to create a mini forest

Ground:

Leaf litter
Decaying wood
Lichens & mosses







Dutch elms disease killed 60 
millions elms trees in UK since it 
arrived in 1920’s

Ash was often planted as a 
replacement tree

Disease resistant hybrid elms –
crossbred from British and Asiatic 
elm trees



New online map going live soon! Map will show trees and 
hedges planted in Hampshire since Nov. 2020. 

Interactive public map - anyone can add Hampshire tree 
and hedge planting.

Strategic tool – used to track the one million trees by 2050 
goal; and to see where more trees are needed.

Also include location; numbers of tree/hedges planted; tree 
species; planting date; and who planted the trees.



Tree Tracker Hedge Tracker




